Sisterhood of S. Joln the Disine 


1K 
OFFICE 


FOR THE 


Profession of Sisters 


Before the service the Girdles, Crosses, Veils and Rings for 
those who are to be professed shall be placed on the Altar. 


INTROIT. 


Antiphon—The King’s daughter is all glorious 
within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 


Psatm XLV.—Eructavit cor meum. 


SY heart is inditing of a good matter: I speak 
of the things which I have made unto the 
King. 

2 My tongue is the pen: of a ready writer. 

3 Thou art fairer than the children of men: 
full of grace are Thy lips, because God hath 
blessed Thee for ever. 

4 Gird Thee with Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O 
Thou most Mighty: according to Thy worship and 
renown. 

5 Good luck have Thou with Thine honour: ride 
on, because of the word of truth, of meekness, and 
righteousness; and Thy right hand shall teach 
Thee terrible things. 

6 Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people 
shall be subdued unto Thee: even in the midst 
among the King’s enemies. ' 

7 Thy seat, O God, endureth for ever: the scep- 
tre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

8 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity: wherefore God, even Thy God, hath 
rey Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy 

ellows. 


9 All Thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia: out of the ivory palaces, whereby they 
have made Thee glad. 


10 Kings’ daughters were among Thy honour- 
able women: upon Thy right hand did stand the 
queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with 
divers colours. 


11 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incline 
thine ear: forget also thine own people, and thy 
father’s house. 

12 So shall the King have pleasure in thy 
beauty: for He is thy Lord God, and worship thou 
Him. 

18 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there 
with a gift: like as the rich also among the people 
shall make their supplication before Thee. 

14 The King’s daughter is all glorious within: 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

15 She shall be brought unto the King in 
raiment of needle-work: the virgins that be her 
fellows shall bear her company, and shall be 
brought unto Thee. 


16 With joy and gladness shall they be 
brought: and shall enter into the King’s palace. 
17 Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have child- 
ren: whom thou mayest make princes in all lands. 


18 I will remember Thy Name from one genera- 
tion to another: therefore shall the people give 
thanks unto Thee, world without end. 


Antiphon—The King’s daughter is all glorious 
within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 


(After the Nicene Creed shall be sung the Hymn.) 


to 


For they shall see our God; 
The secret of the Lord is theirs; 
Their soul is Christ’s abode. 


The Lord, Who left the heavens 
Our life and peace to bring, 

To dwell in lowliness with men, 
Their Pattern and their King; 


Bier are the pure in heart, 


He to the lowly soul 

Doth still Himself impart, 

And for His dwelling and His throne 
Chooseth the pure in heart. 


Lord, we Thy presence seek; 
May ours this blessing be; 

Give us a pure and lowly heart, 
A temple meet for Thee. 


1 The Novices to be professed shall rise and 
stand before the Bishop who is seated in 
a chair before the Altar. 


{| The Warden shall address the Bishop. 


Right Reverend Father in Gop, the Community 
of Saint John the Divine, and especially the 
Mother Superior, beseech you to bless and conse- 
crate these devout women and to admit them to 
Profession. 

Bishop—Are you satisfied of their fitness and 
vocation? 

Warden—So far as human frailty and man’s 
knowledge allow, I believe them to be fit. 


{|The Bishop shall then address the Superior. 


Bishop—Do you and the Chapter of your Com- 
munity consent that these Novices shall make 
their Profession among you? 


Superior—We do consent. 


q During the Address by the Bishop, the Novices shall 
remain standing before him, the rest of the 
Community being seated. 
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The Address 


EARLY beloved in the Lorp, we are met to- 

gether in the fear of Gop, in full assurance 
of His favour and blessing, to receive and ratify 
the pledge of obedient and loving service now to 
be offered by these our Sisters in CHRIST. 

After due enquiry and trial we find not to the 
contrary, but that they are free for an act of self- 
consecration to a life of piety and charity, that 
they are persons apt and meet for such a service. 

Constrained by the love of CHRIST, they seek the 
privilege of living only to serve Him in complete 
consecration of themselves in spirit, soul, and 
bedy, to His Holy Service in work and worship. 

Coming, first of all, to be strengthened and 
sanctified by a heavenly blessing, and to be duly 
approved and authorized by the authority of the 
Church, they desire, under its protection, to follow 
those holy women, who of old ministered to the 
Lorp in person, and those whom the Apostles ad- 
mitted to be helpers in works and ‘labours of love. 

They come to be united and bound together in a 
holy fellowship, entirely set apart and consecrated 
to the service of theiv Lorp, to devote their lives 
and all their powers to the closer and more inti- 
mate imitation of the example of our Gracious 
Redeemer-—secluded as far as may be from the 
world, that they may draw all their thoughts and 
cares towards Him, and that by united prayer and 
united sympathy and counsel, they may be the 
more comforted and supported in their blessed 
ministry to the glory and praise of His Name, and 
the benefit of His Holy Church. 

Having duly considered how great is the work, 
how weighty the charge which they seek to have 
imposed upon them, and, sensible of their weak- 
ness, having offered up their prayers that their 
hearts may be purified by faith, and that they 
may be enlightened and sanctified by the Holy 
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Spirit, these beloved followers of our Blessed Lorp 
here present come to be received this day into the 
Sisterhood of Saint John the Divine, in the ever- 
blessed Name of Him whom they desire to serve. 

Holy women of old one while sat at the feet of 
Jesus intent upon listening to His heavenly wis- 
dom, and again were found waiting upon Him and 
ministering unto Him, even to the anointing of 
His Body for the burying. So must you always 
desire, on the one hand, to attend upon the Lorp 
Jesus in His word and ministry and sacraments, 
to meditate upon: the unsearchable mysteries of 
His truth and grace, and, on the other hand, to 
serve Him actively with a love which beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things, and love which never faileth. 
Then shall His blessed promises be yours. He 
will say to you, “I was an hungered, and ye gave 
Me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took Me in: naked, and 
ye clothed Me: I was sick, and ye visited Me: 
I was in prison, and ye came unto Me. Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me. 
Come ye blessed of My F'aruer, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” 

In saying that you are to serve in loving self- 
sacrifice, meekness and humility, after the ex- 
ample of the Blessed Jusus and of His holy 
Apostles, we say all. In such a service there can 
be no room for pride and self-will, for vanity and 
ostentation. There can be no doing of your works 
to be seen and praised of men: but you will do 
all in the Name of the Lorp Jmsus, out of love 
to Him and to the souls redeemed by Him, that 
succoured through His grace, they may live unto 
Him. You will gladly humble yourselves in offices 
of love the one to the other; and you will be gentle 
and child-like in your respect and obedience to 
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the Superior in your community, and to the 
spiritual pastors who are over you in the LorpD 
and labour among you in parental love, thus keep- 

_ing all things in order and harmony, and diffus- 
ing everywhere a sweet and heavenly calm. 


THE QUESTIONS. 

The Bishop—Before admitting you into the 
Sisterhood of Saint John the Divine it is meet 
that you answer advisedly before us and before 
these witnesses, to those things which we, in the 
Name of Gop and of His Church shall demand of 

ou. 
1 All present standing up, the following questions are put 
to the Sisters-elect. 

The Bishop—Will you conform to the rules and 
discipline of the Society, rendering willing 
obedience to those who are set over you; thus 
seeking to uphold the authority of your Superiors 
and to promote the welfare of the Sisterhood, 
preserving it in peace and harmony? 

Ans.—I will strive so to do.* 

The Bishop—Will you diligently perform the 
duties which may be required of you, with a 
cheerful spirit, seeking to serve the Lorp in all 
good works, and keeping yourself unspotted from 
the world? 

Ans.—I will endeavour so to do, the Lorp being 
my helper. 

The Bishop—Know this, beloved, that except 
the Lorp build the house, their labour is but lost 
that build it; except the Lorp keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain. Will you then 
labour only in the Lorn, seeking your strength in 
Him? Will you watch always in the Lorp, look- 
ing to Him for deliverance to keep your feet from 
falling? Will you, by constant prayer, seek ever 
to be guided in your goings and directed in your 
duties as it shall please the Lorp? 

Ans.—I will do so by the help of Gop. 


*In case of several being professed, all answer together. 
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{ The Bishop: 
¥. Our help is in the Name of the Lorp. 
®. Who hath made heaven and earth. 


7 Then let all kneel and the Bishop begin the 
hymn Veni Creator Spiritus. 
OME, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
¢ And lighten with celestial fire; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts impart: 
Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of Thy grace: 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
Where Thou art Guide no il] can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And Thee, of Both, to be but One; 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song. 
Praise to Thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


{The Bishop shall then stand up and pray over 
the Sisters-elect in this wise. 


LET US PRAY. 


(3) GOD, Who hast prepared for them that love 
Thee such good things as pass man’s under- 
standing; pour into our hearts such love toward 
Thee, that we, loving Thee above all things, may 
obtain Thy promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus CHRIST ouR LorD. Amen. 


(is OD who didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful 
people, by the sending to them the light of 
Thy Hoy Spirit; grant to these Thy servants by 
the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all 
things, and evermore to rejoice in His holy com- 
fort; through the merits of CHRIST JESUS our 
Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in 
the unity of the same Spirit, one Gop, world 
without end. Amen. 
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Form of making unta Almighty God the threefald 
otx of Poberty, Ghastity and Obedience. 


The Bishop— ¥% In the Name of the FATHER, 
and of the Son, and of the Hoty Guost. Amen. 

¥. The Lorp be with you. 

¥. And with thy spirit. 

LET US PRAY. 

REVENT us, O Lorp, in all our doings with 
Thy most gracious favour, and further us 
with Thy continual help; that in all our works be- 
gun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may glorify 
Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy mercy obtain 
everlasting life; through Jmsus Curis? our Lorp. 

Amen. {The Bishop shall then say.* 

May Gop have mercy upon thee and give thee 
peace. Amen. 

May the power of Curisr dwell in thy heart. 
Amen. 

May the good Spirit sent from heaven teach 
thee. Amen. 

The Vow shall then be said as follows: 

In the Name of Gop. Amen. 

I, Sister ——_——., desiring to consecrate my- 
self more fully and entirely than I have hitherto 
done, in body, soul, and spirit, unto the service 
of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jmsus Curist, 
do hereby make unto Almighty Gop, before the 
whole company of heaven, and in the presence of 
you my spiritual father, and you my sisters, the 
vow of chastity, and the vows of poverty and 
obedience according to the Rule of the Sisterhood 
of §S. John the Divine; steadfastly purposing 
to keep and observe the same unto my life’s 
end, the Lorp being my helper. And _ herein 
I humbly pray for the grace and heavenly assist- 
ance of the Hoty Guost, through Jesus Curist 
our Lorp. Amen. 


deere ee ee Ee eS Se en sssnUae nisu ene isE a neue en sO EL EAIeLAEN 
*In case of several being professed, repeated to each one. 


8 


| The Bishop shall then say: 


LMIGHTY Gop, who hath given thee this 

will to do these things; grant also unto thee 

strength and power to perform the same; through 
JESUS CHRIST our LorRD. Amen. 


{The Bishop shall then bless and deliver the 
Girdles, and the same shall be done with the 
Crosses, Veils and Rings, according to 
the form following: 


Blessing of the Girdle.* 


¥. Our help is in the Name of the Lorp. 
®. Who hath made heaven and earth. 
¥. The Lorp be with you. 
®. And with thy spirit. 
LET US PRAY. 
(3) GOD, who to set the bond servant free didst 
will that Thy Son should be bound by the 
hands of ungodly men, bless 3 we beseech Thee, 
this Girdle, and grant that Thy handmaid, who is 
to be girded therewith, may ever be mindful of 
the bonds of our Lord JEsus Curist, and feel her- 
self evermore bound unto Thy service, through 
the same JESUS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 
{The Bishop shall then deliver the Girdle to each 
Sister, saying: 
The Lorp turn thy heaviness into joy, and gird 
thee with gladness, that thou mayest give thanks 
unto Him for ever. 


lessing of the Gross. 
ig 


¥. Our help is in the Name of the Lorp. 
®. Who hath made heaven and earth. 
¥. The Lorp be with you. 

®. And with thy spirit. 


—_———_—— 
*In case of several being professed, these Benedictions are 
said but once. 
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LET US PRAY. 
“(2 LESS  O Lorp, we beseech Thee, and sanc- 
tify 3 this Cross, and grant that she who 
weareth it persevering in Thy service, may by the 
Cross attain unto the Crown; through JEsuS 
Curist our Lorp. Amen. 
{ The Bishop shall put the Cross around the neck 
of each, saying: 
Receive the Cross of our Lord JESUS CHRIST as 
a Sister of this Community. In the Name of the 
Farrer, and of the Son, and of the Hoty GuHost. 
Amen. 


Blessing of the Heil 


¥. Our help is in the Name of the Lorp. 
8. Who hath made heaven and earth. 

¥. The Lorp be with you. 

R. And with thy spirit. 


LET US PRAY. 


GOD, who for our sake didst vouchsafe to 

assume the veil of our mortal nature, bless 
%\ we beseech Thee, and sanctify ™& this Veil; 
and grant that she who is to wear it may be 
clothed with Thy Love here, and be made worthy 
of Thy Vision hereafter, who livest and reignest 
with the FATHER, and the HoLy SPIRIT, ever one 
Gop. Amen. 
{ The Bishop shall then deliver the Veil to each 

Sister, saying: 

Receive this Veil as the token of purity and 
modesty, and of separation from the world. Hav- 
ing put away the desire of worldly things, seek 
Gop and His will above. May He clothe thee 
with all virtues, and grant that His Hoty Spirit 
may shine upon and within thee more and more 
unto the perfect day, till in the world to come, 
where nothing that defileth may enter, thou be- 
holdest the unveiled glory of the Creator. 
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Blessing of the Ring 
. Our help is in the Name of the Lorp. 
. Who hath made heaven and earth. 
. The Lorp be with you. 
. And with thy spirit. 


LET US PRAY. 


QL REATOR and preserver of the human race, 
Giver of every Spiritual Benediction, Author 

of Everlasting Salvation, bless §4 O Lord, we be- 
seech Thee, and sanctify )& this Ring; and grant 
that she who is to wear it, may be fortified with 
heavenly virtues, may retain the faith undefiled, 
may persevere in every good resolution, and may 
inherit Thy everlasting kingdom; through Jrsus 
Curist our Lorp. Amen. 
{ The Bishop shall then place the Ring on the 
fourth finger of each Sister’s right hand, saying: 

Receive this Ring as the token of perpetual 
fidelity to Him, who is the Bridegroom of the 
whole Church; may He make thee of the number 
of those undefiled ones, who follow Him whither- 
soever He goeth, and call thee to the Marriage 
supper of the Lamb. In the Name of the FArHrEr, 
and of the Son, and of the Hoty Guost. Amen. 

¥. The Lorp be with you. 

¥. And with thy spirit. 

¥. By this I know Thou favourest me. 

R. And shall set me before Thy Face forever. 

¥. I have set Gop always before me. 

R. He is on my right hand, therefore I shall 
not fall. 


nn 


LET US PRAY. 
GOD, who has turned us from the vanities of 
this world, and dost kindle in the faithful the 
love of their high calling, inspire the heart of Thy 
servant, and grant her grace to persevere in Thee; 
that, padnavid g by Thy Power, she may fulfil the 
solemn vows which she hath made, and abiding 
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faithfully in her calling, may attain those bless- 
ings which Thou dost promise to those who 
persevere unto the end. Amen. 


Reception of the Sister inte the Comuumity 


{ The Bishop, taking each Sister’s right hand, 
shall say: 

We receive thee, thy probation well fulfilled, 
and admit thee into the fellowship of the Sister- 
hood of Saint John the Divine, to be known 
henceforth as Sister ——-— 

Gop the FarHir, Gop the Son, and Gop the 
Hony Guostv, bless, preserve and keep thee; the 
Lorp mercifully with His Favour look upon thee, 
and bring thee to Everlasting Life. Amen. 

q When all have been received, the Bishop shall then say: 
LET US PRAY. 

LMIGHTY and Everlasting Gop, who makest 

us both to will and to do those things which 
are good and acceptable to Thy Divine Majesty; 
we make our humbie supplications unto Thee for 
these Thy servants now set apart and dedicated to 
a holy service in works of piety and charity. Let 
Thy fatherly hand, we beseech Thee, ever be over 
them; let Thy Hoiy Spirir ever be with them, to 
lead them in the knowledge and obedience of Thy 
word, and in loving imitation of Thy works of 
mercy, that in the end they may obtain everlasting 
life; through our Lord Jesus CuRIst, who, with 
Thee and the Hory Guost, liveth and reigneth 
ever one Gop, world without end. Amen. 
{The Bishop shall then bless them (the Sisters 

still kneeling) saying: 

The blessing of Gop Almighty, the FaTHEr, the 
Son and the Hoty GuHost, be upon you and re- 
main with you forever. Amen. 

4 The Mother Superior shall then conduct each 
of the Newly-professed to her place in Choir, 
and the Celebrant shall proceed with the 
Order for the Holy Communion, 
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After God’s similitude ; 
. Love, who of Divine compassion 
Hast my fallen state renewed; 
Love, I give myself to thee; 
Thine, for ever thine to be. 


Bsier who didst thy servant fashion 


Love, before the world’s foundation, 
Who didst choose me of thy grace; 
Love, who broughtest me salvation, 
Didst restore me to my place; 
Love, I give myself to thee; 

Thine, for ever thine to be. 


Love, who for my sake enduredst 
Pangs of death upon the Tree; 
Love, who there withal procuredst 
Joy and endless bliss for me; 
Love, I give myself to thee; 
Thine, for ever thine to be. 


Love, who gav’st me life and power, 
Holy Spirit, Sacred Writ, 
Sacraments and other dower, 

In this life, and after it; 

Love, I give myself to thee; 

Thine, for ever thine to he. 


Love around me who hast wound thee, 
Take my heart, myself and mine; 
Love, aye constant have I found thee, 
Make me altogether thine; 

Love, I give myself to thee; 

Thine, for ever thine to be. 


Love, who for my soul art pleading 
Loving me by night and day, 

With the Father interceding, 

Love, my ransom who didst pay; 
Love, I give myself to thee; 

Thine, for ever thine to be. Amen. 


Love , who wilt on doomsday-morning 
From the grave awaken tme 

Jo array me in the adorning 

Robe of immortality; 

Love, I give myself t thee 

Thine, fer ever thine to be. 
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{ The Holy Communion being ended, immediately 
before the Benediction shall be said this Prayer. 


en Gon, giver of all good things, who, 
of Thy great goodness, dost vouchsafe to 
accept and take these Thy servants unto a minis- 
try of love and mercy in Thy Church; make them, 
we beseech Thee, O Lorn, to be modest, humble, 
and constant in their ministration, and to have a 
ready will to observe all spiritual discipline. 
Give them quietness in spirit, and confidence in 
Thee. Give them sincerity and simplicity in the 
denial of self, and pour into their hearts that most 
excellent gift of charity; so that gladly enduring 
hardness and privation for the sake of the poor, 
the sick, the miserable, and the erring, they may 
abound in love towards each other and towards 
all men; and being faithful unto death, may 
obtain the crown of Everlasting Life; through 
Thy merits, O blessed JEsuS, who art, with the 
Fatuer, and the Hoty GHost, one Gop, world 
without end. Amen. 


THE BENEDICTION. 


Antiphon—The work is great, for the Palace 
is not for men: but for the Lorp Gop. 


Macniricat, St. Luke i. 


My soul doth magnify the Lorp: and my spirit, 
ete. 


Antiphon—The work is great, for the Palace is 
not for men: but for the Lorp Gop. 


Hi 
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